
NYSACAC Conference
 From June 
9-12, Utica College 
had the honor of 
hosting the 37th An-
nual New York State 
Association for Col-
lege Admission Coun-
seling (NYSACAC) 
Conference, “The 
Heart of College Ad-
missions.” From June 
9-10, the Coming To-
gether Conference 
was hosted. These 
particular two days 
offered thought-pro-
voking sessions and 
networking opportu-
nities that had a fo-

cal point of diversity, 
equity, and access. 
From June 10-12, 
the NYSACAC Annual 
Conference was host-
ed. Utica College was 
able to offer exciting 
professional develop-
ment and networking 
opportunities to col-
leagues who serve 
college-bound stu-
dents in New York 
State. With approx-
imately 730 regis-
tered attendees, the 
participants had the 
option of attending 
many different break-

out sessions/talks, 
with discussion top-
ics including social 
media in higher edu-
cation, counseling in-
ternational students, 
ethical dilemmas in 
higher education, 
and various other 
professional devel-
opment sessions.
The 2015 keynote 
speaker was David C. 
Smith, Interim Secre-
tary to the Board of 
Trustees at Syracuse 
University.
 As part of the 
annual conference, 

the Economic Crime, 
Justice Studies, and 
Cybersecurity (EC-
JSC) department in-
vited all conferences 
attendees to attend 
a special event on 
Thursday, June 11. 
Professor’s Donald 
Rebovich, Bernard 
Hyman, Suzanne 
Lynch, and Timothy 
Ball presented an in-
ternational terrorist 
financing scenario. 
This particular sce-
nario captured as-
pects of economic 
crime investigation, 

cybersecurity, and 
the criminal justice 
system, to inform 
the audience of how 
terrorists are able to 
hide money, while 
stealing/posing as 
another identity, and 
how the criminal jus-
tice system can pre-
vail thereafter.
 F o l l o w i n g 
this scenario, Profes-
sor’s Raymond Philo 
and James Brown, in 
addition to person-
nel from the Oneida 
County Sherriff’s Of-
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NYS Cybersecurity Conference
 The 18th 
New York State Cy-
ber Security Confer-
ence and the 10th 
Annual Symposium 
on Information As-
surance was held 
June 2 and 3 at the 
Empire State Plaza 
in Albany, NY. The 
event was co-host-
ed by the New York 
State Office of In-
formation Technol-
ogy Services Enter-
prise Information 
Security, the NYS 
Forum, Inc., and 
the University at 
Albany’s School of 
Business and Col-
lege of Computing 
and Information. 
The conference 
had record-break-
ing attendance, 
with over 1,200. 
The NYS Cyber Se-
curity Conference 
is acknowledged as 
the leading North-
east conference 
for cyber securi-
ty education. This 
year’s conference 
focused on the 
need to provide 
a comprehensive 
approach to se-
curity. There were 
over 50 dynamic 
breakout sessions 
that provided the 
latest information 
on information se-
curity trends and 
solutions. Industry 
experts spoke on 

topics such as se-
curity strategies, 
risk management, 
cyber legal issues, 
the threat land-
scape, forensics, 
and incident re-
sponse.
 Jane Holl 
Lute is the CEO 
of the Center for 
Internet Security 
and former Depu-
ty Secretary of the 
U.S. Department of 
Homeland Securi-
ty. Holl opened the 
conference on June 
2 with her keynote 
talk entitled, “What 
Each of Us Can Do 
Now.”  The June 3 
keynote talk was 
provided by Bruce 
McConnell, the Se-
nior Vice President 
of the EastWest 
Institute and for-
mer Deputy Under 
Secretary for Cy-

bersecurity of the 
U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security.
New to this year’s 
conference were 
two training class-
es, given prior to 
the conference, on 
Incident Response. 
These along with 
two additional train-
ing classes were 
offered in security 
risk analysis, and 
threat analysis on 
the first day of the 
conference.  The 
conference break-
out sessions cov-
ered a wide range 
of relevant themes 
and topics.
 Three of Uti-
ca College’s own, 
Professor of Prac-
tice of Cybersecu-
rity, Austen Givens, 
Associate Professor 
of Cybersecurity, 
Leonard Popyack, 

and Director of the 
Northeast Cyber-
security Forensics 
Center, Anthony 
Martino, traveled 
to Albany this year 
to participate in 
the conference. 
Popyack and Mar-
tino had a booth 
set up in which they 
presented on the 
dark net. The top-
ics they covered in-
cluded TOR, onion 
routers, how the 
dark net operates, 
the use of hidden 
services, the dif-
ferences between 
regular and dark 
net search engines, 
and much more.
 “The New 
York State Annual 
Cyber Security Con-
ference brought to-
gether government 
and industry lead-
ers, as well as aca-

demics, to discuss 
and debate the 
most pressing tech-
nical and policy 
challenges facing 
the cybersecurity 
community today,” 
Givens said. “The 
Economic Crime 
Justice Studies and 
Cybersecurity (EC-
JSC) department 
was well-represent-
ed at the confer-
ence, with multiple 
presentations from 
our faculty mem-
bers, promotion of 
our academic pro-
grams at a vendor 
booth, and atten-
dance by several of 
our adjunct profes-
sors. Overall, the 
experience was a 
great ‘win’ for us.” 
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Student Success Stories

 

Jeffrey Emerson

BS Criminal Justice

Police Officer - New Hartford 
Police Department

fice presented, “The 
21st Century Crime 
Scene: Forensic 
Tools in Practice.” 
During this presenta-
tion/demonstration, 
the Oneida County 
Sherriff’s Office had 
on-site, the Sherriff’s 
Mobile Command 
Center, Bearcat Tac-
tical Vehicle, Crime 
Scene Unit, and a 
Specialized Retrieval 
Robot. In efforts to 

help fight crime, this 
high-tech equipment 
will be available to 
utilize during criti-
cal incidents in and 
around Oneida Coun-
ty.
 The Special-
ized Retrieval Robot 
provides the Oneida 
County Sherriff’s Of-
fice with the ability 
to  enter barricaded 
homes, scan un-
known territories, 

while capturing pic-
tures and video feed 
that would otherwise 
be difficult to obtain. 
 The ECJSC 
department want-
ed the audience to 
have several take-
aways from their spe-
cial event, including 
what it takes to track 
and “bring down”  a 
21st century cyber 
criminal, and how to 
safeguard your dig-
ital footprint, given 
the technological ad-
vancements today. 

 At the end 
of the event, attend-
ees were also given 
the opportunity to 
tour the Northeast 
Cybersecurity Foren-
sics Center (NCFC), 
located in the ECJSC 
building. The NCFC 
has a fully function-
al crime laboratory, 
in which cyber foren-
sics work is done for 
loacl, state, and fed-
eral law enforcement 
agencies, in addition 
to corporate and pri-
vate clients.
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Matthew Mosack

BS Cybersecurity

Police Officer - Oneida City Police 
Department

 

Raymond Kellogg

BS Criminal Justice

Police Officer - Utica Police 
Department
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 Dale Smith 
is both an adjunct 
lecturer of Economic 
Crime Investigation 
and of the Fraud and 
Financial Compli-
ance Management 
programs. Smith is 
also a principal con-
sultant to the Imple-

mentation and Tran-
sition Unit of the Next 
Generation Program 
Office at the FBI’s 
Criminal Justice In-
formation Services 
Division. He is a sea-
soned trainer, edu-
cator, and criminal 
justice professional 
with an 18 year track 
record. Smith also 
spent 9 years at the 
National White Collar 
Crime Center training 
law enforcement of-
ficers around the US 
in data mining, link 
analysis and financial 

investigations. Smith 
obtained a Master 
of Public Administra-
tion from West Virgin-
ia University, and a 
Bachelor of Science 
Criminal Justice and 
Psychology from Fair-
mont State Universi-
ty.
 R e c e n t l y 
Smith co-presented 
at the joint Interna-
tional Association 
of Law Enforcement 
Intelligence Analysts 
(IALEIA). This is the 
Association of Law 
Enforcement Intelli-

gence Units annual 
training event and 
Utica College is an 
educational partner 
with IALEIA. 
 At this event, 
a two hour session 
was provided to more 
than 90 attendees 
concerning the use 
of the National Data 
Exchange (N-DEx).  
N-DEx is a national 
investigative infor-
mation sharing sys-
tem managed by the 
FBI’s Criminal Justice 
Information Services 
Division and con-

tains reports (such 
as arrests, incidents, 
traffic, incarcera-
tion) from more than 
5,000 criminal jus-
tice agencies across 
the United States. 
The session provid-
ed the analysts with 
a more in depth look 
at the features avail-
able within the sys-
tem to include link 
visualization, geo-vi-
sualization, subscrip-
tion and notification, 
and batch query fea-
tures. 

Faculty Spotlight: Dale Smith and Carmen Mercado

 Carmen Mer-
cado is an adjunct 
lecturer of fraud and 
financial compliance 
management, as 
well as a profession-
al teaching assistant 

in our masters in 
cybersecurity pro-
gram. She graduated 
from Utica College 
in August 2012 with 
an MBA in econom-
ic crime and fraud 
management. Prior 
to graduating with 
her MBA, Mercado 
received an associ-
ates in liberal arts 
from Fairleigh Dick-
inson University, 
and a bachelor’s in 
management from 

Walden University.
  M e r c a d o 
has 30 years of Wall 
Street experience, 
having worked for 
major internation-
al banks in various 
capacities including 
investment banking 
operations, technol-
ogy and operations 
risk and control, and 
operational risk man-
agement. Obtaining 
an MBA in economic 
crime and fraud man-

agement from Utica 
College allowed Mer-
cado to pursue a ca-
reer change. The ca-
reer change led her 
to go from Wall Street 
to Main Street where 
in 2013 she acquired 
an opportunity with 
AT&T.
  Mercado is 
a manager in AT&T’s 
Global Fraud Man-
agement Organiza-
tion and manages 
a team of fraud an-

alysts. Mercado’s 
employer recognized 
her for her significant 
contribution in the 
translation of AT&T’s 
fraud site to Spanish. 
Mercado is passion-
ate in building the 
team she manages 
with knowledge so 
that they may grow. 
Mercado applies this 
same passion when 
teaching her gradu-
ate students.

Join the ECJSC Student internship/Job network 
on LinkedIn and our new Facebook page!



 In mid June, 
Professor Bernard 
Hyman represented 
Utica College at the 
26th Annual Asso-
ciation of Certified 
Fraud Examiners 
(ACFE) Global Fraud 
Conference in Balti-
more, Maryland. 
 This global 
conference is the 
largest event held 
by the ACFE and pro-
vides thousands of 
people with various 
training and prepa-
ration for fraud certi-
fication. The certified 
fraud examiners are 
offered continuous 
education related to 
the field and the con-
ference provided the 
attendees with infor-
mation on various 
tracks to pursue, in-
cluding prosecution, 
law enforcement, 

banking, compliance, 
and many others.
 At the confer-
ence, Professor Hy-
man promoted Utica 
College and its mas-
ters and certificate 
programs, showing 
what the college has 
to offer to profes-
sionals in the field. 
While at the confer-
ence, he had sev-
eral students, both 
current and alumni, 
approach him and 
his colleagues and 
praise Utica College. 
The students felt that 
the level of prepa-
ration they received 
from Utica College 
allowed for their suc-
cess in the careers 
they have now. Pro-
fessor Hyman stated, 
“It was apparent to 
me that Utica College 
is a well-renounced 

program globally, 
as we had interest 
shown in countries 
like India and several 
in Africa.” 
 Professor Hy-
man met Carol Park-
er, a former student 
from Utica College. 
Knowing that Profes-
sor Hyman taught in 
the economic crime 

program, she told 
him that she want-
ed to share with him 
the wonderful experi-
ence she had at Uti-
ca College.
 Professor Hy-
man had a very posi-
tive experience at the 
conference, meet-
ing and talking with 
people from all over 

the world, and he is 
looking forward to 
the next ACFE event. 
“It was invigorating to 
see how far-wide Uti-
ca College is known 
for its programs in 
Economic Crime.”

ACFE Conference
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 I transferred 
to Utica during the 
spring semester of 
my sophomore year 
to join the men’s la-
crosse team. Before 
that I spent a year 
at LIU Post and a se-
mester at University 
at Buffalo as an un-

declared student. I 
experienced difficulty 
deciding what I want-
ed to major. Ultimate-
ly, I decided on ECI 
since I always want-
ed to pursue a crim-
inal justice career in 
the business aspect, 
and it ended up be-
ing the best decision 
I could’ve made. 
 The small 
school atmosphere 
of UC allowed me to 
progress as a stu-
dent-athlete by gain-
ing a repor with the 

professors who gen-
uinely care about 
our development as 
individuals. I’ve had 
a great experience 
at Utica due to the 
people that are also 
a part of this commu-
nity, from professors 
to students everyone 
is open and very per-
sonable. 
     The curriculum 
we are tasked to 
complete in the ECI 
program at UC pre-
pared me immensely 
for my internship at 

Standard Chartered 
Bank (SCB). At SCB, 
I’ve been placed in 
the financial crime 
compliance sector 
in the investigations 
unit and it has been 
a great experience. 
The topics we cover 
in class from money 
laundering, terrorist 
financing, investiga-
tive techniques, red 
flags, etc. all play a 
huge role in what 
we do at the bank. 
No other program 
could’ve had more of 

a positive impact on 
the experience I am 
gaining at the bank. 
I’ve had the ability to 
get a hands on expe-
rience of the topics 
we cover in class and 
gain a greater appre-
ciation of what com-
pliance has to do on 
a daily basis. I’m very 
greatful for the op-
portunities Utica and 
the ECI programs and 
professors have pre-
sented to me.

Student Testimonial: Andrew DiOrio 



 On June 23 
at the Royal Canadi-
an Yacht Club (RCYC) 
on Toronto Island 
in Canada, Dean of 
Business and Justice 
Studies, James Nor-
rie, gave a speech 
about adaption to 
new cyber threats. 
This speech was giv-
en at the Financial 
Services Information 
Sharing and Analy-
sis Center (FS-ISAC) 
workshop, which is 
hosted by the Nation-
al Council of ISACs. 
This workshop is 
open to cyber-inci-
dent response execu-
tives, CISO’s or those 
that have risk and 
threat management 
responsibilities at fi-
nancial institutions. 
Dean Norrie has long 
standing profession-
al relationships with 
both Craigg Balance 
who heads up FS-

ISAC in Canada and 
Bill Nelson, the glob-
al CEO of FS-ISAC. 
Both Balance and 
Nelson have become 
intrigued with trying 
to get their members 
to think more stra-
tegically about the 
deeper challenges of 
cyber and so they in-
vited Dean Norrie to 
deliver a keynote at 
the conference.
 The FS-ISAC 
workshop’s audience 
consisted of bank 
CEO’s, CISO’s and 
senior management 
responsible for cy-
bersecurity & data 
protection. Some 
notable attendees 
included representa-
tion from about 43 
of the top 50 banks 
in the world including 
every one of the “big 
five” Canadian char-
tered banks.
 The National 

Council of ISACs, for-
merly known as the 
ISAC Council, formed 
in 2003 when a vol-
unteer group of ISAC 
representatives de-
cided to meet month-
ly to develop trusted 
relationships among 
the sectors. This 
council’s goal was to 
address common is-
sues and concerns. 
The National Council 

of ISACs activities in-
clude things such as 
drills and exercises, 
emergency classified 
briefings, hosting a 
private sector liaison 
at the Department 
of Homeland Secu-
rity (DHS) National 
Infrastructure Coordi-
nating Center (NICC) 
during incidents of 
national significance, 
and real-time sector 

threat level report-
ing. They also spon-
sor an annual Critical 
Infrastructure Protec-
tion (CIP) Congress 
to join together the 
critical infrastructure 
community for net-
working, learning and 
addressing issues of 
concern to stake-
holders.

FS-ISAC Workshop
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The kick off on June 24 was the first of  many summer Business After Hours events hosted by the Greater Utica Cham-
ber of Commerce. The event was held in the Economic Crime and Justice Studies Building in the Petralia Lounge and 
Terrace. Those in attended enjoyed snacks, beverages  as well as an evening of business networking. 



Press release by: 
Christine Leogrande 

 Today, cy-
ber weapons have 
replaced traditional 
warfare, presenting 
new challenges to 
existing law, govern-
ment and military 
policies. As society 
becomes increasing-
ly more dependent 
on cyberspace, the 
need for profession-
als to protect, control 
and manage large 
data sets is partic-
ularly pressing. In 
addition, issues of 
national security and 
personal privacy are 
a concern around the 
globe, escalating the 
need for profession-
als to enforce such 
security and privacy 
requirements while 
dealing with complex 
social, legal and ethi-
cal issues. 
 Utica Col-
lege’s new online de-
gree, Master of Pro-
fessional Studies in 
Cyber Policy and Risk 
Analysis, will educate 
and prepare cyberse-
curity professionals 
to understand and 
deal with the unique 
policy-related chal-
lenges that are pres-

ent in the dynamic 
field of cybersecurity.
 The 30-cred-
it master’s program 
will teach cyberspace 
concepts, as well as 
foundational princi-
ples in cybersecurity 
international rela-
tions, cyber ethics, 
complex organiza-
tional structures and 
more. The program 
explores issues sur-
rounding internation-
al cyber espionage, 
including legal and 
policy limits and 
threats. Individuals 
will also learn how to 
legally and ethically 
deal with sensitive 
data and information 
entrusted to them in 
a variety of settings.
 “As we look 
to the future, there 
will be a tremendous 
need for graduates 
who have garnered 
the skill set to un-
derstand the techni-
cal issues at a high 
level, in addition to 
understanding the 
social and legal risk, 
and the ethical con-
straints associated 
with the gatherings 
and handling of sen-
sitive data sets,” said 
Joseph Giordano, 
professor and chair 

of cybersecurity at 
Utica College. “As 
technology advanc-
es, so does how we 
protect and use the 
information that we 
gather.”
 Students will 
have the opportuni-
ty to build upon the 
core courses and 
choose one, or both, 
specializations in cy-
ber policy and cyber 
data fusion and anal-
ysis. The cyber policy 
specialization seeks 
to close the gap be-
tween technology 
and policy, and will 
examine U.S. laws 
and public policies 
that relate to cyber-
security. 
 The cyber 
fusion and analysis 
specialization will 
prepare students 
for careers as com-
pliance and privacy 
officers, HIPPA sur-
veillance monitors, 
intelligence or cyber 
surveillance analysts 
and data mining spe-
cialists. A variety of 
courses will teach 
students defensive 
and offensive modes 
of operation, sources 
of surveillance and 
tracking, web data 
mining, as well as the 

legal and ethical is-
sues important to the 
field.
 As a pioneer 
in economic crime 
and cyber programs, 
Utica College is home 
to the Economic 
Crime and Cyberse-
curity Institute, the 
Northeast Cyberse-
curity Forensic Cen-
ter, and the Center for 
Identity Management 
and Information 
Protection (CIMIP), 
which has garnered 
national attention for 
its landmark study of 
perpetrators of iden-
tity theft. Utica Col-
lege is one of only a 
handful of colleges to 
offer a master’s pro-
gram in specialized 
cybersecurity.
 The college 
was recently des-
ignated a National 
Center of Academic 
Excellence in Infor-
mation Assurance/
Cyber Defense Edu-
cation (CAE IA/CD) 
by the National Se-
curity Agency (NSA) 
and Department of 
Homeland Security 
(DHS). The college 
has also earned des-
ignation as a Nation-
al Center of Digital 
Forensics Academic 

Excellence (CDFAE) 
by the Defense Cyber 
Crime Center (DC3).
 The new MPS 
dovetails with Uti-
ca’s complete suite 
of cybersecurity pro-
grams, including 
both on-campus and 
online bachelor’s 
degrees in cyberse-
curity with five spe-
cializations: network 
forensics and intru-
sion investigation, 
information assur-
ance, cybercrime and 
fraud investigation, 
homeland security 
and emergency man-
agement, and cyber 
operations. Utica 
also offers an online 
masters degree in cy-
bersecurity – intelli-
gence, forensics and 
cyber operations, 
as well as a host of 
criminal justice, eco-
nomic and financial 
crime and business 
programs.
 The program 
will begin online this 
August. For more 
information, vis-
it http://programs.
onl ine.ut ica .edu/
p r o g r a m s / m p s /
onl ine -cyber-po l i -
cy-risk-analysis.asp.

UC Offers New MPS in Cyber Policy and 
Risk Analysis


