
Senator Gillibrand visits 
Utica College

 On Monday, 
November 10, U.S. 
Senator, Kirsten Gil-
librand, made an af-
ternoon visit to Utica 
College to discuss 
UC’s Cybersecurity 
programs, research, 
and initiatives. Sen-
ator Gillibrand was 
greeted by UC Exec-
utive Vice President, 
Laura Casamento, 
Dean of the School of 
Business and Justice 
Studies, Dr. James 
Norrie, and Associate 
Dean of the School 
of the Business and 
Justice Studies, Wil-
liam Virkler as well 
as several members 
of the press. Senator 
Gillibrand was tak-
en on a tour of the 
ECJSC building. First 
she received a tour of 
the Computer Foren-
sics Teaching Labora-
tory and the Econom-
ic Crime Laboratory. 
Following that, Sen-
ator Gillibrand re-
ceived a tour of the 
secure research 
area, the Northeast 

Cyber Forensics Cen-
ter (NCFC), and the 
Center for Identity 
Management and In-
formation Protection 
by Professor of Prac-
tice Raymond Philo. 
 The NCFC 
is a partnership of 
academic, govern-
ment and private 
sector resources that 
make available new 
research, develop-
ment and services in 
the digital forensics 
field, in addition to 
the operation of the 
state-of-the-art com-
puter crime labora-
tory. The NCFC deals 

with data recovery, 
cellular phone foren-
sics, expert witness 
testimony, computer 
forensics, and data 
sanitization. 
 Following the 
tour of the facility, 
Senator Gillibrand 
met with faculty and 
students for a dis-
cussion of Utica Col-
lege, the programs, 
research, initiatives, 
and her pending 
bills in Washington 
D.C. relating to cy-
bercrime and cyber 
threats. Dean Norrie 
began by talking a lit-
tle bit about UC, the 

Undergraduate pro-
grams (Criminal Jus-
tice, Economic Crime 
Investigation, and 
Cybersecurity and 
Information Assur-
ance), the Graduate 
programs (Economic 
Crime Management 
and Cybersecurity), 
the faculty, the re-
search being con-
ducted here, as well 
as the needs of UC. 
After, Associate Dean 
Virkler and Profes-
sor Philo introduced 
themselves formally, 
Professor Giordano 
explained further 
how the programs 

at UC are geared to-
ward helping to fight 
cybercrime. Follow-
ing that, Senator Gil-
librand had the floor 
to discuss her bills 
in D.C. and to dis-
cuss the work UC has 
done in preparing its 
students for careers 
in cyber related po-
sitions. Gillibrand’s 
bill, Cyber Informa-
tion Sharing Tax 
Credit Act, calls for 
small business and 
big businesses alike 
to join Information 
Sharing and Analysis 
Centers (ISACs) in 
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Senator Gillibrand discusses the Cybersecurity program.          Photo from  Twitter



 On campus 
there are two organi-
zations that represent 
the ideals of those in 
the criminal justice 
field; those are the 
Cyber Patriots and 
the Organization of 
Justice Studies (OJS). 
Each organization 
has different focuses, 
goals, and benefits 
from being a member. 
 The OJS is 
an organization that 
takes pride in and 
puts heavy focus on 
exposing its members 
to the criminal justice, 
economic crime, and 
cyber-crime aspects of 
society and communi-
ty. The OJS does this 
through education-
al and recreational 
events such as volun-
teering opportunities, 
hosting forums and 
speakers, and field 
trips to important fa-
cilities within the crim-
inal justice field. 
 In the past, 
the OJS has performed 
many community ser-
vice projects such as 
Clean and Green on 
Varick Street, fall and 
spring clean-up for the 
elderly, and volunteer-
ing at the animal hos-
pital. They have also 
hosted forums such 
as one on Bath Salts, 
and have brought 
speakers such as 
Sheriff Rob Maciol to 
Utica College. Coming 
up this semester for 

the OJS are many dif-
ferent trips. 
 On November 
12, the group toured 
the New York State 
Police Academy in Al-
bany. This trip was fol-
lowed closely by a tour 
of the Oneida County 
Public Safety Com-
plex. This tour includ-
ed the 911 Center, 
Correctional Facility, 
and the Law Enforce-
ment Building. On No-
vember 20, the OJS 
sponsored a presenta-
tion by Steven Barnes. 
Steven Barnes was 
convicted in 1989 
for the 1985 murder 
of Kimberly Simon of 
Marcy, NY. Barnes was 
exonerated in 2009 
by DNA evidence af-
ter almost 20 years 
in State Prison. In the 
spring, the OJS has 

many events planned. 
These include, spon-
soring for the second 
year in a row, the 
State of the Oneida 
County Sheriff’s Of-
fice address given by 
Sheriff Robert Maciol, 
a tour of the New York 
State Emergency Pre-
paredness Center in 
Oriskany, participating 
in the spring clean-
up with the Oneida 
County Office, a trip 
to the Eastern State 
Penitentiary in Phila-
delphia and a trip to 
Washington D.C. The 
OJS is an organiza-
tion that is seemingly 
growing fast and ex-
panding opportunities 
for student members. 
If anyone wishes to 
join contact the advi-
sor, Dr. James Brown, 
at jbrown@utica.edu. 

 The Cyber 
Patriots is a cyberse-
curity club focused 
on learning new skills 
outside the class-
room. Members of the 
group learn skills in 
areas such as, but not 
limited to, penetration 
testing, defending sys-
tems from attack and 
operation of Linux. 
During the Spring ‘14 
and Fall ’14 semes-
ters, the Cyber Patri-
ots participated in a 
relatively new event, 
The Central New York 
Intercollegiate Cyber 
Security Hackathon. 
 The group 
spends a great deal of 
time trying to prepare 
members to have the 
skills to compete in 
this event successful-
ly. This competition, 
and many others like 

it, is the main focus 
for the club. The CNY 
Intercollegiate Cyber 
Security Hackathon is 
hosted once each se-
mester and the Cyber 
Patriots want mem-
bers to improve with 
each event. Members 
of the club gain skills 
that go beyond what 
they learn in class, 
and in turn this will 
benefit them as they 
pursue jobs in the 
cybersecurity field.  
Acquiring this kind 
of experience via the 
club is experience the 
members could not 
get from anywhere 
else. The advisor for 
the Cyber Patriots 
is Dr. Tim Ball and if 
anyone wishes to join, 
contact him at thball@
utica.edu.        

The Organizations of ECJSC

OJS members pose outside the State Police Academy.                               Photo provided by the OJS
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order to prevent cyber-at-
tacks and identify threats 
while giving refundable tax 
credit for all costs associat-
ed with membership to an 
ISAC. The tax credit covers 
personnel participation 
costs, product and service 
costs, directly related to 
sharing information with 
the ISAC. Membership 
benefits for businesses 
include having access to 
real-time alerts about on-
going cyber threats, newly 
discovered vulnerabilities 

to their networks, as well 
as advice on how to pro-
tect against these types of 
attacks and eliminate the 
vulnerabilities. 
 The visit was 
wrapped up with a short 
media interview of Gilli-
brand by local news sta-
tions and by a UC student 
from the college’s media 
team, senior communi-
cation arts major, Karita 
Rawlins.  

Anna Hallstrom, a 2011 graduate of the Economic 
Crime Management, is pictured with Greg Campbell, 
Deputy Chief of the US Postal Inspection Service, 
Western District. Recently, Hallstrom graduated from 
the U.S. Postal Inspector Academy and is now a full 

time Postal Inspector.
Photo from ecii.edu

 The experience 
of the faculty at Utica Col-
lege is what draws in many 
students. This month, the 
faculty spotlight is on Assis-
tant Professor of Criminal 
Justice, Gregory E. Walsh. 
Dr. Walsh has held many 
different positions over the 
years, all within the crimi-
nal justice field before join-
ing the UC faculty.
 Dr. Walsh is a grad-
uate of Monroe County 
Community College and 
the State University of New 
York Institute of Technolo-
gy. He earned his master’s 
degree in Criminal Justice 
from the State University of 
New York at Albany and re-
ceived his doctoral degree 
in education at Fielding 
Graduate University. 
 Prior to joining UC 
in 2008, Dr. Walsh held a 
variety of positions within 
New York State Police over 
a 25-year career. Following 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks, 
he was appointed as Chair-
person of a seven-county 
counter-terrorism law en-
forcement conglomerate 

of approximately 60 police 
agencies, and served as a 
member of the U.S. Attor-
ney’s Anti-Terrorism Task 
Force and Anti-Terrorism 
Advisory Counsel. His time 
with the NYS Police cul-
minated in his promotion 
to Captain in the Bureau 
of Criminal Investigations 
(BCI) in 2003. As Captain, 
Walsh managed and co-
ordinated all major crimi-
nal investigations for the 
state police within a seven 
county radius. In addition, 
he supervised the BCI’s 
specialized units, including 
the Counter Terrorism Unit, 
Computer Crimes Unit, the 
Forensic Identification Unit, 
and the Violent Crimes In-
vestigation Unit. 
 Among the cours-
es that Dr. Walsh teaches 
within the Criminal Justice 
Program at UC, Dr. Walsh 
specializes in the areas of 
Homeland Security, Ter-
rorism, and Emergency 
Management. He created 
a new course – CRJ311: 
Emergency Management, 
which was recently ap-

proved by Utica College, 
and will be offered for the 
first time in Spring, 2015. 
Moreover, Dr. Walsh is cur-
rently a member of the Red 
Cross’ Disaster Assistance 
Team, which responds to 
emergencies and natural 
disasters around the coun-
try to assist survivors with 
emergency needs, such as 
housing, meals, and cloth-
ing. He was also selected in 
2014 to serve on the Police 
Administration Committee 
of the International Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police 
(IACP), and is a member 
of the National Emergency 
Management Association 
and International Associa-
tion of Emergency Manag-
ers. 
 Walsh recently re-
turned from attending the 
annual IACP conference, 
where he was able to dis-
cuss current law enforce-
ment issues with police 
chiefs and commanders 
from around the world. 
Walsh is currently working 
on a research project for 
IACP advocating law en-

forcement agencies in the 
Unites States to require a 
college education for any 
new police officer being 
hired. He currently has an 
article on the topic submit-
ted for publication consid-
eration by an international 
journal.  
 On top of all of the 
ways Walsh serves UC and 
the community at large, he 
still finds time for his wife, 
three teen-aged children 
and his dog, named Mag-
gie. Mrs. Walsh is on the 
US National Paracycling 
Team, and is anticipating 
her team will travel to the 
summer Olympics in Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil in 2016. 
In anticipation of Mrs. 
Walsh’s travels,  Dr. Walsh 
is currently researching in-
ternational security plan-
ning and initiatives for that 
world event. 

FUN FACT: Dr. Walsh is a 
long-time frustrated fan of 
the New York Mets and Buf-
falo Bills.

Faculty Spotlight: Professor Gregory Walsh



ACFE Scholarship Recipients

 Two Utica College 
Economic Crime Investi-
gation (ECI) students, se-
nior Jared Platt and junior 
Robert Broccoli, were re-
cently presented with the 
impressive 2014-2015 
Ritchie-Jennings Memorial 
Scholarship award by The 
Association of Certified 
Fraud Examiners (ACFE). 
The Ritchie-Jennings Me-
morial Scholarship offered 
in total $53,000 in scholar-
ships to 30 students across 
the country.

 Jared Platt and 
Robert Broccoli are only 
two of 30 scholarship re-
cipients nationwide. In or-
der to be considered for the 
scholarship, both Platt and 
Broccoli had to meet the 
academic requirements 
that are set by the ACFE. 
 All of the recipients 
were chosen based on their 
application, interests in the 
field, participation in extra-
curricular activities, aca-
demic transcripts, commu-

nity service, professional 
aspirations and three let-
ters of recommendation. 
 Platt is an econom-
ic crime investigation (ECI) 
major with a concentra-
tion in fraud detection and 
prevention and a minor in 
economics. Platt was one 
of the four students to re-
ceive one of the top seven 
awards, which is a $2,500 
scholarship. There were 
several aspects of Platt’s 
overall application that 
made him stand out to the 
ACFE. Platt is a volunteer 
at the Oneida County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, and 
there he assists the White 
Collar Investigation Unit by 
preparing local economic 
crime cases for the Assis-
tant District Attorney. Platt 
is the Vice President of 
the Organization of Justice 
Studies (OJS) Club, a mem-
ber of the Investment Club, 
Alpha Phi Sigma’s National 

Criminal Justice Honor So-
ciety and serves as secre-
tary of the UC Chapter of 
Alpha Chi Rho. 
 Broccoli is also an 
ECI major who has been a 
member of the ACFE since 
2013. He is a golf assistant 
at Yahnundasis Golf Club 
that has plans to become 
a Certified Fraud Examiner 
upon his graduation. 
 Each of the 30 
scholarship recipients also 
received a one-year ACFE 
Student Membership. This 
membership connects 
students to other ACFE 
members and gives them 
access to an online career 
center to receive advice 
from several experts in the 
field, and enables students 
to search for jobs and post 
resumes. In addition all re-
cipients were featured on 
the website of Fraud Mag-
azine.

Jared Platt              Photo from Linked In

 On October 28, the 
Economic Crime and Cyber-
security Institute of Utica 
College (ECCI) held their 
bi-annual board of advisors 
meeting in Washington D.C. 
This bi-annual meeting is 
always held in the fall, and 
is either held in New York 
City or Washington D.C. due 
to the clustering of board 
members in these busi-
ness hub cities.
 On the first day of 
this event, an Alumni din-
ner was held at the Na-
tional Museum of Crime 
and Punishment. The din-
ner consisted of those in 
attendance from the ECCI 

board, college officials and 
alumni. This event provided 
interaction with those cur-
rently in the field. This type 
of event leads to contacts 
and ties for board mem-
bers to utilize in the future 
and UC students, now have 
access to information on 
internships and job oppor-
tunities. 
 The formal board 
meeting had several im-
portant agenda items this 
year. The main focus was 
discussing and strategiz-
ing how best to publicize 
the newly re-branded ECCI. 
The board meeting also dis-
cussed the directions the 

ECCI should go, resigna-
tions were read, and Thom-
as Bock was officially made 
a member of the board. 
Thomas Bock is the leader 
of the Anti-Money Launder-
ing (AML) and Regulatory 
Compliance Practice at K2 
Intelligence and has over 
ten years’ experience in the 
economic crime investiga-
tion field. Bock gained his 
Masters from Utica College 
in Economic Crime Man-
agement.
 The next meeting 
of the ECCI board will be 
in the spring when the full 
board will come to Utica 
College to participate in 

the bi-annual ECCI student 
program and hold another 
board meeting. The student 
program day is used for 
mock interviews, a panel 
discussion, and specifically 
focused lectures with the 
board. This gives students 
ideas, help, constructive 
criticism, and advice on 
how to conduct themselves 
in interviews, and on occa-
sion, land them internships 
on the spot. Those juniors 
and seniors interested in 
this ECCI student program 
should look for the date 
to be posted in the ECJSC 
building in early spring.

ECCI Bi-Annual Board Meeting

Robert Broccoli        Photo from Linked In


