
NSA and DOD 
Cyber 

Designations
 On June 16 
during the 18th An-
nual Colloquium for 
Information Systems 
Security Education 
(CISSE) in San Diego, 
California, Utica Col-
lege was nationally 
recognized and pre-
sented with the pres-
tigious National Se-
curity Agency (NSA) 
and Department of 
Homeland Security 
(DHS) designation. 
UC achieved and 
was recognized as 
a National Center of 
Academic Excellence 
(CAE) in Information 
Assurance and Cy-
ber Defense (IA/CD) 
Education, which is 
a five year designa-
tion. This designa-
tion places UC in the 
ranks of collegiate 
institutions that of-
fer cybersecurity cur-
riculums, that meets 
strict criteria. 
 UC is now 
one of seven institu-
tions of higher learn-

ing in the country 
to be designated a 
National Center for 
Digital Forensics Ac-
ademic Excellence 
(CDFAE) from the De-
fense Cyber Crime 
Center (DC3), a De-
partment of Defense 
agency (DOD). 
 Represent-
ing the college at the 
event was Dr. Tim-
othy Ball, Zachary 
Lewis, and Patricia 
Giordano.
 The goal of 
the CAE IA/CD is to 
lessen the vulnera-
bility within the na-
tion’s information 
infrastructure by 
encouraging higher 
education. This in 
turn will produce an 
increasing number 
of professionals with 
cybersecurity exper-
tise. Cyber-crime is 
an ever growing is-
sue and therefore 
calls for more well-
trained specialists 
that can recognize 

and avert these 
types of crimes. As 
a part of the govern-
ment initiative UC 
will be assigned a 
Security Education 
Academic Liaison 
(SEAL) from the NSA. 
This liaison will work 
to take full advan-
tage of the college’s 
and the NSA’s avail-
able research and 
development as well 
as academics. 
 UC has gar-
nered attention from 
politicians such as 
Governor Andrew 
Cuomo, Senators 
Charles Schumer 
and Kirsten Gilli-
brand, as well as 
Representative Rich-
ard Hanna.
 “We must 
have highly educated 
and skilled experts 
trained to identify, 
protect and prevent 
potential cyber-at-
tacks on individuals, 
government entities 

Above is Dr. Timothy Ball and Zachary Lewis standing aside es-
sential personnel from the NSA and DHS while being present-
ed with the NSA CAE IA/CD certificate at the 18th Annual CISSE 
Conference in San Diego, California. Below is Zachary Lewis and 
Patricia Giordano with Lynn Hathaway, Karen Leuschner, and 

Denisha Jackson of the CAE team.
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Two new Professors of 
Practice

Austen Givens Bernard Hyman

Austen Givens 
co-authors “The Business of Coun-
terterrorism: Public-Private Part-

nerships in Homeland Security” 
 Newly appointed 
Professor of Practice of Cy-
bersecurity, Austen Givens, 
recently co-authored the 
book entitled “The Busi-
ness of Counterterrorism: 
Public-Private Partnerships 
in Homeland Security.” This 
book explores how partner-
ships between businesses 
and government agencies 
have impacted the home-
land security arena since 
the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001.
 More specifically, 
the book explores the rise 
of profit seeking businesses 
in the government domain. 
These include the DHS and 
other counter terrorism 
agencies. 
 The research con-
ducted by Nathan Busch and 
Givens examines the trend 
evolved, and what exactly 
the benefits are for both the 
private sector as well as the 
government. The view of the 
American taxpayer was the 
major advantage point, be-
cause it is the taxpayer who 
either is benefited or hurt. 
Within the book it shows the 
evolution of the relationship 
between the private busi-
ness sector and the gov-
ernment as well as the new 
challenges surrounding the 
privatization of jobs in criti-
cal infrastructure protection, 
cyber security, and disaster 
prevention. 
 The dual sided 
problem facing private sec-
tor businesses becoming 
involved in usually strict 

Homeland Security matters 
includes ethics and legal is-
sues. An example of an eth-
ical issue, presented in the 
book, is that of the action of 
launching a nuclear missile. 
If a business’s employee 
was responsible for pressing 
the button, which would ef-
fectively speak for the entire 
U.S. government, it would 
be a grossly inappropriate 
choice. It would be consid-
ered unethical because pri-
vate sector employees are 
not held responsible by the 
taxpayers in the same way 
that government employees 
are. 
 In addition, almost 
85 percent of critical infra-
structure, things such as 
banks, roads, and bridges, 
are controlled by business-
es. This is due to the privat-
ization of law enforcement, 
i.e. security guards. This 
growing change introduces 
new legal issues that are 
being sorted in the Supreme 
Court. The example present-
ed within the book is that of 
a guard at a public sports 
stadium. The guard has 
every right to search a per-
son‘s bag upon entrance to 
the stadium but what juris-
diction do they have to affect 
arrests or seize evidence 
such as drugs or a gun? As 
a whole, the co-authored 
book seems to embrace the 
changes happening with se-
curity in the private sector 
but believe that there must 
be rules and regulations that 
guide the change.

 As of the fall 
2014 semester there 
are two new Professors 
of Practice in the School 
of Business and Justice 
Studies. They are Austen 
Givens and Bernard Hy-
man. Professor Givens is 
a Professor of Practice 
of Cybersecurity and is 
a PhD candidate in the 
Department of Political 
Economy at King’s Col-
lege, London. In addition, 
Givens is a graduate of 
University of Virginia. 
 Professor Givens 
has conducted research 
that examines the eco-
nomics of security. That 
means that his research 
highlights how econom-
ic principles influence 
and shape national se-
curity decision-making. 
The courses that Givens 
teaches analyzes the 
interplay of firms and 
government agencies in 
counterterrorism and cy-

bersecurity.
 Bernard Hyman 
is a Professor of Practice 
of Economic Crime. Pro-
fessor Hyman obtained 
his Bachelor of Science 
in Economic Crime Inves-
tigation from Utica Col-
lege, and continued on to 
obtain his Juris Doctorate 
from Syracuse University 
College of Law. In addi-
tion, Hyman is also the 
Assistant District Attorney 
of Oneida County, and 
has prosecuted white col-
lar crimes for the past 12 
years. Some of his work in 
white collar crime has led 
him to work in the secure 
area of the ECJSC build-
ing. Prior to becoming a 
Professor of Practice Hy-
man was an adjunct pro-
fessor at UC for the last 
five years.
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and corporations,” said 
Governor Cuomo. “We 
are committed to pro-
tecting our state’s critical 
infrastructure and ensur-
ing all New Yorkers have 
a secure environment to 
work and do business. 
Utica’s dedication to 
the cybersecurity field is 

another step forward in 
our continued efforts to 
protect our state and its 
residents. I extend my 
congratulations to Utica 
College for its designa-
tions of Excellence in Cy-
bersecurity Education.”



What’s new in the world of the ECCI?
 The Economic 
Crime and Cybersecurity 
Institute (ECCI) is another 
one of UC’s major assets. 
The ECCI has undergone 
a recent rebranding which 
has proved to be an im-
portant change. Prior to 
the rebranding, the ECCI 
was simply ECI or Econom-
ic Crime Institute. Now with 
the addition of cybersecuri-
ty it has expanded what is 
included within the reach 
of the institute. Professor 
Raymond Philo, who is also 
Executive Director of the 
ECCI, explained the impor-
tance of not only the board 
but also the critically im-
portant rebranding. 
 “The ECCI has sev-
eral major missions,” Philo 
said. “One of the most im-
portant is that the board 
members advise on current 
trends in the real world.” 

 This is significant 
because in doing this the 
programs and courses of-
fered can be adapted to 
reflect the needs of em-
ployers. Therefore the stu-
dents can graduate better 
prepared than students 
from other colleges. The 
board advises the college 
twice a year on how to keep 
current. In the fall there is 
a board meeting in either 
New York City or in Wash-
ington D.C. These cities 
are the hub in which both 
economic and cyber-crimes 
are committed. This year 
the fall meeting will be held 
in D.C. but instead of just 
a simple board meeting 
there will also be an Alum-
ni event. This event, will be 
held on Oct. 28, and will 
bring together UC alumni 
and members of the ECCI 
board to connect. The fol-

lowing day will consist of 
the usual board meeting. 
Professor Philo stressed 
that a school is only as big 
as their reputation. 
 “Utica College may 
only be a small liberal arts 
school according to a pop-
ulation count,” Philo said. 
“However, UC is so much 
bigger in reputation. You 
can only be as big or as 
small as your reputation. 
With events, and board 
members, that reach 
across the eastern sea-
board we are not as small 
a school as others may 
think.”
 One of the main 
benefits of the ECCI board 
is that it generates in-
ternship opportunities 
frequently. These intern-
ships often times turn into 
jobs upon completion. The 
alumni event going to be 

held will only open up more 
internship opportunities. 
 In addition to the 
fall meeting, there is also 
a meeting held in April that 
not only includes another 
board meeting, but also a 
student program. The stu-
dent program connects 
students with the ECCI 
board members. The stu-
dents have the opportunity 
to hear advice on resumes 
and the board members 
selected fields, as well as 
participate in mock inter-
views. The mock interviews 
give students a real-life in-
terview skills critique that 
enables them to get feed-
back in real time. Not only 
has the student program 
led to internships but also 
to job offers.

New courses being offered

 CRJ 222 Criminal Justice 
Communications is a course that 
trains students for professional-lev-
el communications in the criminal 
justice field. This course focuses 
on research, writing, oral, and vi-
sual communication skills. By the 
course’s end a student will have 
developed an understanding of the 
roles of ethics, professionalism, 
and critical thinking in the process 
of communication about criminal 
justice issues. A general require-
ment for this course is CRJ 103 
Introduction to Criminal Justice. 
Dr. Shanna Van Slyke will be the in-
structor for this course. 

CRJ 222 CRJ 228 CRJ 348
 CRJ 228 Cyber Technologies 
for Criminal Justice is a course that 
is designed to give students introduc-
tory concepts related to cyber tech-
nologies. Students will be presented 
with an overview of the technological 
issues that are pertinent to criminal 
justice organizations. Topics include 
information technology, cybersecuri-
ty, social networks, cloud computing, 
cryptography, data hiding, and sur-
veillance. Ethical, legal, and privacy 
concerns will be reflected upon as 
they arise in each area of this course. 
This course will be taught by Profes-
sor Joseph Giordano.

 CRJ 348 Information Risk 
and Compliance is a course that 
introduces the student to the laws, 
regulations and issues related to 
information assurance risk assess-
ment and management, security 
policy development, and compli-
ance. To take this course the stu-
dent must have previously taken 
CRJ 333 Information Security. This 
course is taught by Professor Max-
im Gorbachevsky.



Record high enrollment numbers
 The department of 
Economic Crime, Justice 
Studies, and Cybersecu-
rity’s enrollment is on the 
rise, both on ground and 
online. This is clearly evi-
dent in the percentage of 
total projected enrollment 
in the Economic Crime In-
vestigation, Cybersecurity 

(Bachelors and Masters), 
Financial Crimes Investiga-
tor Certificate, and the Eco-
nomic Crime Management 
programs.
 These projections 
would mean that total en-
rollment in those programs 
is up 124.6% as a whole.

“I am a recent graduate and now Utica College Alumna. I graduated in May 2014, majoring in 
Criminal Justice. Little did I know, the ECJSC Department offered me more opportunities than I had 
expected when I first enrolled. With the single focus of attending Law School after my four years I 
chose to embrace opportunities within the college. I encourage you to actually find out who your 
professors are and what line of work they do, because these are not only your professors, but also 
your professional networks. I had taken American Courts with Judge Caldwell and later that year 
received an internship within Family Court with him. I later attended another abroad course in Can-
ada with Professor Dillon. Not only had the professors in the ECJSC Department done a great job 
teaching me the skills I needed in order to succeed throughout my four years at Utica College, but 
also they were always there for their students. You can take as many upper level classes as you 
would like but it doesn’t enrich your education unless you engage with your professors, classmates 
and take advantage of opportunities within the ECJSC Department that may come your way. I now 
live in Boston and attend Suffolk University Law School and I can honestly say I could not have 
succeeded thus far without the help of the ECJSC 
Department.” 

“I chose Utica College because of its ECI 
program. All of my professors have either 
worked in the field of fraud, or currently 
do now. The courses are very interesting, 
and always cover the latest fraud stories. 
Being taught through real life cases, we 
learn to have a better perspective of the 
crimes being committed.”

ECI      155%

BS Cyber     117%

FCI      159%

ECM      106%

MS Cyber     126%

Increases in projected fall 2014 
enrollment

“The ECI program here, at Utica College, 
has been a great experience. When I 
joined this program, I knew nothing about 
this field.  The professors are well-quali-
fied, committed, and willing to help in any 
way possible.  I would recommend this 
program to anybody who is considering 
pursuing Economic Crime.”

Utica College students and 
alumna testimonials

Alessandra Ambrosi
graduate CJ major

Angeline Brennan
senior ECI major

James Maxson 
senior ECI major


